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TG should be as open as possible to all members and in order to do so, some members may need to be accompanied to meetings, outings and other activities by their carer. 
The Department of Health and the NHS defines a carer as someone who provides unpaid, regular, substantial care for a family member, partner, or friend who needs help due to illness, disability, frailty, or mental health issues, covering tasks from personal care (washing, dressing) to emotional support and managing finances, distinct from paid care workers. 
 If the carer is a TG member, they must pay the usual affiliation fee and can take part in all of the Guild discussions and decision making.
 It is the Guild’s decision whether they wish to allow a carer to come into the meeting space and / or go to outings and events. 
The Guild should look at making reasonable alternative arrangements if they do not want the carer in the meeting and /or event. The carer could help the member in and out of the meeting and /or event and be on-hand in a nearby room or building with clearly written and agreed contact arrangements in case they are needed.
If the carer is not a member and is allowed into the meeting, they can attend with the member free of charge and they should not be charged a visitor’s fee. In this case, the carer cannot take part in any discussions, decision making or voting. 
If a member with a carer wishes to go to an event not solely organised by the Guild but through another organisation or company, the Guild should ask that organisation or company about their policy regarding carers and pass that on to the member. 
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